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Saratoga Hospital’s Cancer Patient Fund: 
Providing Extra Support When It’s Needed Most 

 
Cancer takes an enormous toll on patients, physically, emotionally—and financially. Saratoga Hospital has long 
provided support for patients who cannot afford items not covered by insurance. But the number of patients in 
need keeps growing, and the cost of co-payments and deductibles keeps rising. At the same time, the schedule 
and side effects of rigorous treatments can affect – or altogether prevent – patients’ ability to earn income. As a 
result, many patients are consumed with worry, not just about their health but also about the cost of their care. 
 
In response, Saratoga Hospital established the Cancer Patient Fund to provide increased support for patients 
and their families when it’s needed most. Assistance is distributed through the hospital’s four oncology 
practices: the Mollie Wilmot Radiation Oncology Center, the Center for Breast Care, Oncology/Hematology, and 
the Outpatient Infusion Center. The main areas of assistance provided include: 

 Travel expenses to and from treatments, and as well as transportation and accommodations for out-of-
town medical care 

 Gift cards for gasoline and groceries 

 Living expenses, such as utilities and phone bills  
 
In addition, each patient receiving radiation treatment at Saratoga Hospital is offered the following: 

 Gift certificates for two meals from the Hospital cafeteria—dine-in or takeout―for times when they are 
too tired to shop or cook 

 The opportunity to receive two massage therapy sessions while undergoing treatment 

 Suncatchers made by members of the hospital’s Volunteer Guild to celebrate the end of treatment 
 
Other examples of specific assistance made possible by the Cancer Patient Fund include: 

 Help with co-payments, which have more than doubled for many cancer patients. This added expense 
can be especially burdensome for patients who need radiation treatments. A typical course of treatment 
is five visits per week, for five weeks. Patients also undergoing chemotherapy and/or physical therapy 
may have additional co-pay expenses. 

 Support groups for patients, survivors, and caretakers; an annual survivor retreat; mindfulness 
workshops; breast cancer awareness events; and community outreach efforts 

 Nutrition supplements for patients with head and neck cancers; pain, anti-nausea and other prescription 
medications; and medical supplies and equipment (wheelchairs, lifts, braces, etc.)  

 Support with cancer related medical expenses, including dental procedures required to receive radiation 
treatment, referred specialist consults, and advance therapy needs 

 Educational materials, breast cancer treatment handbooks, and survivor brochures for patients to utilize 
free of charge 

 Custom-fitted breast prostheses, head wraps, wigs, and special garments for patients who suffer from 
lymphedema 


